
The Conservancy is 15 years old this year!  
Thanks to the efforts of our founding 
members, the leadership over the years by our 
dedicated officers, directors, and staff, and by 
the support and loyalty of our members, the 
Conservancy has enjoyed outstanding success 
in our mission.

As evidence of our progress, I’ll mention that 
our membership is strong and growing; we’ve 
reached 2,550 acres of permanently protected 
land through voluntary, donated conservation 
easements (a number we 
thought wouldn’t reach 
until 2020); and we are 
helping our city and 
county governments do 
really progressive things 
with greenspace and 
sustainable development.  
We couldn’t do it all 
without Christine 
McCauley who is now 
getting help from Theresa Dickinson, our 
new and incredibly talented Public Relations 
Coordinator.

We began this year with Robert Trulock 
ending his term as President.  Robert did an 
outstanding job over the last three years, and 
we are grateful for his leadership.  We look 
forward to his continuing role on the Advisory 
Board and on key committees.  

Our efforts to protect some of Morgan 
County’s historic treasures seems to be drawing 
attention.  Thanks to a new owner, the Malcom 
House has gotten the facelift it’s needed.  
While retaining its historic elements (original 
windows, hardwood floors, plaster walls, floor 
plan, etc.), the house has been updated with 

new electricity, plumbing, and a few new 
improvements, making it a comfortable and 
livable historic house.  We are thankful to have 
been involved in the process and are grateful 
to the landowner and contractor for bringing 
back to life one of Morgan County’s most 
important historic homesteads.

We’re working with the Sugar Creek Baptist 
Church to hopefully convince them to celebrate 
their 100th year by restoring their historic 

church rather than 
tearing it down.  
And of course, we 
still have our eyes 
on the prize – the 
Nolan Crossroads.  
Great news came 
this year when 
the Nolan House 
was listed on the 
National Register of 

Historic Places.  We will continue to work 
with the landowners of Nolan Crossroads to 
inspire preservation of the most pristine rural 
crossroads in the county, and possibly in the 
region.

This year, the Conservancy has engaged in 
strategic planning – looking back and looking 
forward, planning out our goals for the next five 
years.  Morgan County and its municipalities 
will be doing the same over the next two 
years through their Comprehensive Planning 
process.  We understand the value of this 
kind of planning and hope you will join us in 
advocating for balanced growth and protection 
of our critical natural, agricultural, and historic 
resources in that process.  Look to hear from us 
more about this in the coming months.
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Derby Day was a great success again this year.  Betsy Wagenhauser 
and Alex Newton hosted the event at Bonar Hall.  We are very 
grateful for their support of the Conservancy in this way.  And 
we thank all 300 of you who attended, making it our biggest 
and best Derby Day yet.  We look forward to seeing you in your 
hats and seersucker next year, May 7th for the next Derby Day.

Thank you all for your support of this conservancy.  We hope 
you will continue to renew your annual memberships or join 
if you’re not already a member.  Membership dues are the 
biggest part of our annual budget, and we need your support 
to continue our work.  And here’s an idea: help us celebrate 
our 15th year by writing us a note when you renew your 
memberships or when you join about how we can better serve 
the community.  We want to know your thoughts about our 
work and our future. 

Sincerely, Bob Beauchamp, President

Letter from the President, continued

Celebrating 15 Years... continued

Educational Forums

Membership Supper Recap
Malcom’s Crossroads - a big old white house on one corner, 
the commissary on another corner, and the barn on another 
(a typical development pattern for a thriving cotton producer 
in the 1900s), productive farmland, a hardwood forest along 
Hester Creek, all atop one of the highest points in Morgan 
County, and about 90 acres of it all permanently protected by a 
landowner’s conservation easement - the epitome of our mission.
130 + members gathered for the Annual Membership Supper 
at the crossroads this year.  We were treated to a tour of the 
big old white house - thanks to a new landowner, the Malcom 
House has been brought back to life.  
We send a big thank you to Dan Rather for hosting us in the 
barn for this, our tenth year.  And we thank Glen Bottomley 
and his family and Matt Knight of Knight Construction for 
hosting us on a tour of the Malcom House!

Join us in January for a series of workshops on wildlife habitat 
restoration practices and funding sources.  We will be joined 
by experts in the fields of 1) quail, deer, turkey, and non-game 
habitat; 2) timber management; and 3) habitat restoration 
funding sources.  This series will culminate with a Landowner 
Day at Willow Oak Farm in February.  Workshop details will 
be announced in October.

Educational Forums - Upcoming

Land Stewardship 
Workshop Series II

Educational Forums

Conservation Easement 
Workshop Recap
On August 28th, 53 people joined us for our 10th Annual 
Conservation Easement Workshop at Burge Plantation, 
presented by the Conservancy in partnership with the Georgia 
Land Trust and the Georgia Real Estate Appraisers Board.  
With its reputation for excellence, this workshop has become 
the annual update for many lawyers, CPAs, real estate 
professionals, appraisers, and land trusts. This year’s workshop 
will be held October 1, 2015, at Burge Plantation.  

2014 Greenprint Ramble
Educational Forums

On a beautiful Saturday in October, we commemorated the 
150th anniversary of Sherman’s infamous March to the Sea 
by hosting the fourth Greenprint Ramble.  Approximately 
160 people joined us on school busses for an exploration of 
a 45-mile tour of the families, farms, and events that have 
shaped Morgan County.  The day culminated with a supper 
at the Ainslie’s Ardenlea Farm, the site of General Slocum’s 
encampment the night before the Union troops marched 
through Madison during their March to the Sea in 1864.  
Thirty different farms/vendors provided the food for the 
supper – we love supporting our local farmers!  

We send a big thank you to Carolyn and Andy Ainslie for 
hosting us at Ardenlea Farm!  Thank you also to Christel 
and Russ Green for hosting us for Grits and Gouda - a small 
fundraiser to support the Ramble (our biggest and most 
important educational forum and never a fundraiser).
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After 15 Years, A Retrospective

Fifteen years ago, a young lady full of 
optimism and determination changed the 
face of Morgan County.  Katie Vason 
persuaded her father Wayne to help 
her start a local conservancy to address 
conservation issues in her favorite place, 
Morgan County.  Madison was Wayne’s 
hometown and a place Katie loved to visit 
on the weekends (she still loves to visit 
from her home in New York), and they 
both wanted to retain the qualities that 
made Madison and Morgan County such 
a unique place.

Wayne didn’t waste any time, and shortly 
after Katie’s plea for help, he convened 
eight Morgan County landowners in 
delicate antique chairs around a period 
southern dining room table in a dimly 
lit room at Jane Symmes’ c. 1820 Cedar 
Lane Farm.  Only good things come from 
that dining room.  

Whitey Hunt, Mary McCauley, Jack 
Miles, Adelaide Ponder, Jane Symmes, 
Robert Trulock, Ellen Warren, and 
Wayne Vason discussed the past, present, 
and future of Morgan County and 
came to the conclusion that farmland, 
natural resources, and historic structures 
should be an integral part of the area’s 
development, not sacrificed in the face 
of that development.  They closed their 
meeting with a tour of Jane’s gardens and 
then supper (setting the stage for the next 
decade), and the Conservancy was born.

Whitey Hunt, the first to be elected 
President, said in 2001, “We are blessed 
with a distinctive quality of life in Morgan 
County.  The rich history and small 
town charm of Madison, Rutledge, 
Bostwick, and Buckhead and other 

communities and the rolling farmland 
of Morgan County are unique treasures.  
However, the unchecked urban sprawl 
of Metropolitan Atlanta threatens rapid 
change and unbridled growth.  The 
many recent zoning issues in Madison 
and Morgan County reflect an on-going 
struggle between the public interest and 
individual property rights.”

Striking a balance between public interest 
and individual property rights is just what 
the Conservancy has been trying to do 
for the last fifteen years.  How do you 
protect those critical natural, agricultural, 
and historic resources when we as private 
landowners have the right to do with them 
pretty much as we please?  The answer is 
education and tools.  Knowing the value 
of your resources and understanding your 
land use options (and having multiple 
options) is key to retaining the critical 
resources that are important to the public 
at large.  We’re talking clean water, 
beautiful vistas, productive farmland, and 
all those old structures that link us to our 
past and remind us of our heritage.

So we embarked on a series of educational 
forums and asked the experts to help us: 
the American Farmland Trust, Georgia 
Conservancy, Trust for Public Land, and 
Nature Conservancy were among the first 
to come to Morgan County to give us 
the facts and teach us about the tools.  
Today, after 50+ educational forums, we 
are well informed about conservation and 
development issues.  We are successfully 
using the tools, and our landscapes show it.

One of those tools is the conservation 
easement.  As you know, Morgan 
County is now known to have a relatively 

significant number of acres permanently 
protected by the donation of conservation 
easements by private landowners (2,550 
to date), reflecting the Conservancy’s 
success in promoting a tool that balances 
public and private interests.  Our efforts 
to permanently protect land are paired 
with efforts to support farmers so they 
can retain their land in production – a 
kind of temporary land protection – and 
an effort to assist landowners in their 
own conservation goals, whether it be 
listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places, or Centennial Farm designation, or 
rehabilitation of their historic homestead, 
or development review.  And that’s all 
working, too.

In the last fifteen years, we’ve come a long 
way.  But we have a long way to go, too.  
Thanks to that leadership shown by the 
young Katie Vason and her parents, and 
by all the others who have come along 
since to guide this grand experiment, the 
Conservancy is agile, strong, and growing.  
We hope you will rejoice in our progress 
of the last fifteen years and continue to 
support the Conservancy over the next 
fifteen years.  Help us leave an Afterglow.

Afterglow
By Rose Koralewsky

The sun has set behind the hills,
     But limpid skies its radiance show;
The heavens bloom like one vast rose—
     It is the afterglow.
Dear Lord, when my life’s sun has set,
     And I am gone, as all must go,
Grant that I too may leave behind
     A lovely afterglow.

Left: Wayne and Katie Vason.  Center: A board meeting at Cedar Lane Farm.  Right: Conservancy being awarded the 2011 State Preservation Award for Excellence 
in Preservation Service by the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation.
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At the end of 2014, an 809-acre conservation easement was 
executed along Hard Labor Creek and the Apalachee River, 
protecting wildlife habitat, timber, hardwood forests, and water 
quality.  The easement also buffers the Oconee National Forest.  
The landowner donated the easement to the Oconee River 
Land Trust, who will hold, monitor, and defend the easement 
in perpetuity.

This most recent conservation easement brings Morgan County’s 
total number of permanently protected acres in easement to 
2,550+!  The Conservancy’s goal, set back in 2012, was to reach 
2,500 acres in conservation easement by the year 2020.  So we 
reached our goal five years early, illustrating just how attractive 
conservation easements are for landowners.

Tailored to each landowner, depending on the conservation 
values on the land, conservation easements provide real, 
permanent protection and income tax benefits too.  If you would 
like to know more about conservation easements or explore 
that option for your land and family, please contact Christine 
McCauley, 706-342-9252, or cmccauley@mmcGeorgia.org, or 
attend our 11th Annual Conservation Easement Workshop on 
October 1, 2015 at Burge Plantation.

Farm to Market Alliance

Georgia’s Farmers Markets 
The New Normal
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Conservation Easements

We Surpassed our Goal Early

Elaine Kalber
Partially reprinted from Georgia Connector Magazine - Summer 2015

Farmers markets are the new town squares.
While farmers markets have been growing in response to 
consumers’ appetites for locally grown fresh foods, they have 
also become destinations for interaction, entertainment and 
community events.
This trend is reflected in a report from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture on the number of farmers markets: 1,744 registered 
markets in 1994 and 7,864 in 2012 [(a 351% increase in 18 
years)]. In Georgia, according to the State Department of 
Agriculture, there are approximately 147 farmers markets that 
generated revenue of $30 million in 2014.
Farmview Market takes the farmers market to a new level.  
The Morgan County complex, which will be open year-round, 
will have a grocery store featuring Georgia products, specialty 
butcher shop and farm-to-table cafe, as well as a seasonal open-
air farmers market.

Check out the article online:
www.georgiaconnector.com
Summer 2015 issue, pages 21-27

Save the Date
Conservation Easement Workshop
Thursday October 1, 2015
8:30 am - 5:00 pm Burge Plantation
$280 / person applying for continuing education
$250 / person not applying for continuing education

Land Stewardship Workshop Series 
January, 2016

Technical Assistance

Parks and Trails
Thanks to the City of Madison and the Morgan County Board 
of Commissioners, we’re all getting a few more parks and trails!  

Braswell Park – Upon his death in 1817, Mr. Benjamin 
Braswell left 7.21 acres of his land to what is now the Morgan 
County Probate Judge.  In 1847 the site was dedicated as 
a public park known as Braswell Park.  Over the years, the 
landscape changed from being the public, manicured site of the 
Braswell School and community-gathering place, to a passive 
park, to an overgrown and inaccessible place (thanks to a fence 
erected in the 1950s).  Just this year, almost 200 years after his 
death, the Morgan County Board of Commissioners has leased 
the property from the Morgan County Probate Judge in order 
to reclaim the land as a park.
The Conservancy assisted the BOC in applying for funding to 
develop a trail system in the park, and although that funding 
was not granted this year, we will continue to partner with 
them in developing this park.  

Farmview Market Park – The Morgan County BOC has 
acquired a long-term lease on 15 acres adjacent to the 
Farmview Market (scheduled to open in September).  A passive 
park through open land and hardwood forest will include trails 
for walkers, runners, and mountain bikers and a pond for 
fishing.  The Conservancy assisted the BOC in applying for 
a USDA grant, securing $80,000 for the construction of the 
farmers market portion of the development.

We congratulate the BOC, the Probate Judge, and the Braswell 
Community, Kelly Products Inc., and the Farmview Market on 
their efforts to add to Morgan County’s greenspace inventory!

Madison Trails – Transferable Development Rights (TDR) 
are being used in the City of Madison to transfer density 
(rooftops) from open space and potential parkland to prime 
development land.  Permanently protecting tree canopy, open 
space, streams, and historic structures, the City’s TDR program 
is being employed by the Madison Greenspace Commission 
and the Downtown Development Authority to implement the 
City’s trail plan.  The Conservancy assisted the City in creating 
the TDR program and continues to assist in implementation 
of the program.



Theresa Dickinson came to know the Conservancy during 
the 2009 Ramble, when 
she served on the supper 
committee responsible 
for procuring local 
ingredients from local 
farmers for a supper 
of 200 people at Jane 
Symmes’ Cedar Lane 
Farm.  Since then, she 
and her husband Ward 
joined as members of 

the Conservancy, sponsored the first Derby Day, and she has 
just finished serving on the Derby Day 2015 Committee. 
Theresa will be managing membership, public relations, and 
design for the Conservancy on a part-time basis.  After four 
years working for the Madison-Morgan Cultural Center, 
she knows this community well and is pleased to continue 
to work here.  She says, “I take great pride in supporting 
an organization whose mission is to educate, protect, 
and preserve the heritage and history of our beautiful 
county.”  Theresa, Ward, and their two boys live just outside 
Madison and enjoy camping, rafting, and lots of sports. 
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Organizational News

Each year the Conservancy elects a few new board memebers.  
Led by our Board Development Committee, we court 
individuals whose expertise is helpful to our organization.  In 
addition to expertise in agriculture, historic preservation, and 
natural resources conservation, our board needs individuals 

with experience in forestry, accounting, food procurement, 
real estate development, land use law, event planning, etc.  We 
are fortunate to have enlisted an excellent group to assist us in 
accomplishing our goals.  Meet the recent recruits.

Meet our New Board Members

Meet our New Staff
Theresa Dickinson, Public Relations Coordinator

Art Domby
Art Domby’s family has owned 
and managed a timber tract 
in south Morgan County for 
over 60 years.  After growing 
up in a small, rural town and 
later earning a degree from the 
University of Georgia with a 
focus on terrestrial ecology, 
Art worked as a non-game and 
endangered species biologist 
before attending law school.  
For the past 36 years his 

nationwide legal career with the 
Troutman Sanders law firm in Atlanta has concentrated on 
environmental and energy law, including assisting clients in 
developing environmental compliance programs, remediation 
of previously-contaminated property, and representing both 
individuals and companies in governmental investigation 
and enforcement matters.  He and his spouse, Alice, 
were charter members of the Conservancy.  Their current 
“projects” include restoration of an old field into pasture and 
a “demonstration stand” of long leaf pines.

Wes Holt 
Wes Holt grew up in south 
Georgia, but always wanted to 
live on his grandparents farm in 
Rutledge. After graduating from 
UGA he spent 15 years living 
and working in Atlanta. As a 
Horticulturist he has managed 
large corporate landscape 
accounts including Turner 
Properties. He was Director of 
Gardens and Grounds at the 33 

acre Atlanta History Center, where he first began his work 
in Agritourism. For the last 11 years he has been living the 
dream in Rutledge on his family’s farm, continuing his work 
in Agritourism and hospitality. 

Philipp von Hanstein

Philipp von Hanstein was born 
and raised in Germany and 
moved to Morgan County 
in 1982, eight years after his 
parents bought Indian Creek 
Farm, just south of Madison.  
Philipp attended Georgia 
College and State University 
and received is BBA in 1989 
in Business Administration.  
Since college, Philipp has been 
operating Indian Creek Farm, 

where he produces commodity crops including wheat, 
canola, hay, sesame, timber, and cattle.  In addition to 
Indian Creek Farm, Philipp owns a farm in Germany and 
manages a farm in South Georgia for a relative.  Philip has 
served on several boards and is currently President of the 
Morgan County Farm Bureau.



Conservancy Members
mr. & mrs. jason t. connolly

conrads family foundation
robyn & chris cook

connie & george gooke
*mrs. william j. corry
mr. & mrs. jon crane

dr. & mrs. joseph m. craver
**crystal organic farm
martha & blair curtis

maryann & devon dartnell
miryn & kyle davidson

jim & julie davie
angie & keith davis
gladys de moulpied

kaye & stan dejarnett
mr. & mrs. lane dennard
theresa & ward dickinson
*flossie & david dodge

*alice kohn & arthur h. 
domby

susan draeger
pat walker & jeanne dufort

jess & sean dunlap
andrea eidson

rhonda & ron erwin
mr. & mrs. mort ewing

**farmhouse inn at hundred 
acre farm

scott finsthwait
emily & tom followill

penny foote
nicole & brandon forde

dr. virginia payne & mr. clarence 
foreman

**the garden at broughton
ginger gardner

betsy & frank garrard
mike garrett

georgia land trust, inc.
georgia power foundation

mr. & mrs. bruce gilbert
chanin gill

vicki & john gillespie
dena & brad good

nancy greene
**greendale farm

charles & beth haney
louise & ed hannah

mrs. & mr. donald b. harden
barbara & greg hardesty
*lcdr. albert e. harper & 

family
*june harrell

martha harrell
patsy harris

mr. and mrs. richard hartman
pat & melinda hartney

harvest of the heart garden
charles hendrix
*paul d. hensler

bonnie & stratton hicky
*mrs. marian hill

chris & foss hodges
*mr. & mrs. i. arnold hoge

rena & george holt
mr. wes holt

anne & neil horstman
melisa howe

beverly & bill abbott
summer & lee abney

mr. & mrs. duane ackerman
mr. & mrs. andy ainslie

*joan alby
alligood & associates
amici food group, llc

anonymous
mr. & mrs. jack armistead

mr. carl bachmann
*kathy bakane

candace carlson & kevin 
baker

sue baldwin
mr. & mrs. sam ball

*janet & bob beauchamp
*rosemary l. & don w. becker

frankie & jerry beers
augusta & fred m. bell, m.d.

hank bell
david bentley

jean & bert berding
**berry’s christmas tree farm

harry & ginger beverly
theresa & dean bishop
mr. ralph blanchard
*mr. & mrs. ira block

gina, michael & mollie bogle
rebecca bonas

mr. & mrs. oj booker
cinda & mark boomershine

tricia & john bostwick
*mrs. john bostwick

**bostwick cotton gin 
festival

barbara & glen bottomley
rick boulis

allie & paul bourgeois
mr. & mrs. james w. boyd, jr.

*ruth & mike bracewell
**brady inn

mr. & mrs. james branch
*lisa & christopher 

brandon
sharon & joseph brogdon

bryans family foundation
clay bryant

mr. & mrs. david buck
mr. & mrs. david burbach

**burge organic farm
rosemary buttermore
mr. & mrs. terry f. byer

**the caboose 
*margaret & jerry caldwell
anne-marie & russel carlson

**camp twin lakes
james “scott” campbell
kathryn & joe cardwell
amy and scott carter

*ben & patricia carter
pam & charles cathey

mr. & mrs. george chase
james & hilda chilton

mary kay & flynn clyburn
**cj orchards

mr. & mrs. robert e. coker
sarah huie & joe coleman
dr. & mrs. charles conner

rosalind & earl howell
ben & mary alice hudson

steve & linda huggins
rosemary & bob hughes

bonnie & lynn hull
lori & duncan hume

**hundred acre farm
ashley & weyman hunt

candler hunt
*lyn & whitey hunt

deborah & jon hunter
*mr. & mrs. john huntz

gale t. hurst
anne c. symmes & stephen ives

**jack’s creek farm
kim jackson

richard & mary ann jacob
*julie jenkins

karen and felton jenkins
*mr. & mrs. hank johns
crystal & ellis johnson

kenneth & sylvia johnson
*margaret & kevin johnson
*drs. babs & hiram johnston

kay h. & burke c. jones
christie & christopher jones

carol & jim jones
stephanie & michael keener

kelly products, inc.
the kendeda fund

sherri & terry kennedy
lee kennedy

dana & richard kibbey
bill killmer

sheryl & kim kimbrough
ben kirby

tina & matt knight
monica & ken kocher

susan & bill kurtz
*chris lambert
*zeke lambert

**lambert farm operations
*shandon & david land

*emily & don lane
mr. and mrs. robert e. lanier

mr. & mrs. bob lawton
*brian & cathy lehman

dr. ken lewis
lottie lewis

beverly libby
*martha & charles lower

penny & bob lyle
**madison fest

**madison chili cookoff
**madison produce co.

madison rentals
madison studios

madison-morgan chamber of 
commerce

madison-morgan cvb
**madison-morgan cultural 

center
magnolia garden club

karen and kelly mahoney
main street vet

carolyn & john malone
jan & bill manos
ms. anna marett

braden & rob marett
melissa & brian martin

stephanie & michael martin
janet & charles mason
*christine mccauley

*mary & bob mccauley 
terry tatum & jerry 

mccollum
cammie & thomas mccook

susan & tony mccullar
ricky & carol mcginnis

nancy clair laird & steve 
mcinaney

kelly & chad mcleod
sherry & john mcmahon

*mr. & mrs. michael 
mcquaide

jill & kevin meeler
jack meyer

renee & karl meyer
*jack & nancy miles

mr. & mrs. jeff miller
mr. & mrs. ron milton

**mitcham farm
*sara & james mize

**monroe farmers market
mrs. victoria newton mooney

betsy & sandy morehouse
morgan stanley 

foundation
mr. & mrs. roy morris
donna & dennis myers

**mystic mountain alpacas
jo ann nations

betsy wagenhauser & alex 
newton

*mr. & mrs. floyd c. newton
*mr. & mrs. godfrey newton

ashley & matt nichols
stephanie nuesse

mr. & mrs. lee nunn
deanna & david nunn

lois & ebb oakley
elizabeth bell & james orr

**oxford college farm
**oxford college of emory 

university
pagett & whetzel 
family dentistry

*pam parrish
irene paul

brooks “sonny” pennington
eric joyce & judi perazzo
charlotte & keith pharr

diane & william pharr
melissa piche

kathy & chuck plumley
cherry & rick porter

*betty prewett
mark prior

jim & susan prugh
ms. betsy quillin

marisa & luis quinones
mari & walt rabern

*dan rather
mr. michael redwine
deneice & brad rice

dr. rose ann rigby-weaver, md
kate & j.p. roberts

       * Charter Members	                 Watershed Donors (bolded)           ** FARMeander Members	                 New Members (green)



Conservancy Members continued...
emmie & mickey smock

kristina sorensen
**southern cross guest ranch

cindy & jeff south
bill & dottie spann

cindy & ronnie stapp
*amelia steele

steffen thomas museum
*esther & jim stokes

karen & greg strelecki
*gloria stuhlmiller

**sunflower farm
*jane symmes

**tagyerit farm
mrs. georgeana tamplin
debbie & wayne tamplin

wayne tankersley
joan & larry taylor
**tewksbury farms

linda & dan thoman

drs. terry blum & paul roman
*mr. & mrs. bill ross

mr. & mrs. michael roush
nan rowan

jane & everett royal
*barbara b. & francis w. rushing

kerrie & brandon sampson
lee & sandy sanford

jamie sarkin
rita and steve schaefer
dick & kathie schmidt
jodie & dick schmidt

edith & don shedd
mr. & mrs. tom sherwood

*rick crown & richard simpson
bobby robinson & kent smith

mr. bobby smith
glenn c. smith 

dana & scott smith
colleen hall & joseph smith

*mrs. joyce thomas
*mrs. steffen thomas

mr. & mrs. mike torino
mrs. lynn walker treadwell

*anne & robert trulock 
robert m. & lilias baldwin 

turnell foundation
*fin vason

*katie vason
*mrs. lee harper & mr. wayne 

vason
nancy vaughan
susan vaughan

*mrs. henry verner
*sue ellen & alan s. verner

**verner farms
dan & julie vice

mrs. mimi vickers
celia visscher

phillip von hanstein

dr. & mrs. john wade
mr. & mrs. spike wahlen

ann-marie & frank walsh
*ellen warren

watercolor farm
waterfall foundation

*katie & scott weber
mr. george west

ted westlake 
ben whidby

cathy & steve whitcomb
*clarence & kathy whiteside

mr. & mrs. peter wibell
**william harris homestead
mr. & mrs. everett williams
marshall “woody” williams

karl & linda woodworth
mr. & mrs. chad wright

connie & william zachary

Support the Conservancy’s mission with your annual membership:

☐☐ Daniel Morgan Society____$5,000 + (Watershed Donor Level)
☐☐ Benefactor _____________$1,000 + (Watershed Donor Level)
☐☐ Supporter______________$500
☐☐ Donor ________________$250
☐☐ Preservationist __________$100
☐☐ Conservationist _________$50
☐☐ Naturalist______________$20

Name(s) as it should appear on the Membership list:

_________________________________________________
Address:
_________________________________________________

City:__________________ State:______ Zip:_____________

Phone 1:_________________ Phone 2:__________________

Email 1:_________________ Email 2:___________________

Join or Renew Your Membership Today! 
Madison-Morgan Conservancy

P.O. Box 752, Madison, GA 30650 | 706-342-9252 | www.mmcGeorgia.org | info@mmcGeorgia.org

Annual Membership Form

Become a Watershed Donor
Watershed: 1) An area or region drained by a river, river system, 
or other body of water; 2) An event or period marking a turning 
point in a course of action of state of affairs.
The Conservancy’s “state of affairs” changed in 2009 when the 
Waterfall Foundation deemed us worthy of a $50,000 donation, 
providing financial stability for the organization for the first 
time.  We hired full-time staff, which allowed us to expand our 
programming and increase our fundraising efforts.
After we caught our breath, we decided to attempt to match the 
Waterfall Foundation’s contribution by raising $50,000 annually 
through private donations of $1,000 or more.  Those donors are 
known as Watershed Donors, and they, along with our other 
members, support us in working toward our vision.

Today, we still haven’t reached that $50,000 annually – it’s a high 
mark, for sure.  But we keep trying.  Last year we raised $39,500 
in Watershed Donor membership dues and are making this plea 
here – help us reach $50,000 this year.  We have six months left!

If you have questions about your membership dues and want to 
explore becoming a Watershed Donor, please feel free to contact 
us, 706-342-9252 or cmccauley@mmcGeorgia.org.  You can pay 
membership dues by check or with a credit card via our website: 
www.mmcGeorgia.org
Help us match the Waterfall Foundation’s contribution by 
contributing $1,000 or more in membership dues this year, and 
join us for a special event in February 2016!

Membership

Our Vision: We envision a thriving Morgan County to be a healthy, 
beautiful place to live and work for current and future residents, where 
clean air and water, abundant wildlife, healthy forests, and thriving 
agricultural and heritage tourism industries are vital and contribute to 
the regional economy. We aim to preserve the beautiful public vistas, 
agrarian heritage, rural crossroads, and small town atmosphere while 
attracting small to medium sized businesses to provide essential jobs 
and sustain our balanced tax digest. We envision an organization that 
makes an impact locally and uses its success to promote conservation 
and balanced growth throughout Georgia.

Madison-Morgan Conservancy | PO Box 752 | Madison, GA | 30650 | 706-342-9252 | mmcGeorgia.org 



Madison-Morgan Conservancy
P.O. Box 752
Madison, GA 30650

Return Service Requested

This newsletter is printed on 100% post-consumer waste recycled paper.

Madison-Morgan Conservancy | PO Box 752 | Madison, GA | 30650 | 706-342-9252 | mmcGeorgia.org 

Summer, 2015

What a day for Derby Day!  The weather was 
beautiful at Bonar Hall, and 300 people joined 
us for what was undoubtedly the best Derby 
Day yet.  We send our deepest thanks to Betsy 
Wagenhauser and Alex Newton, who hosted 
us at Bonar Hall, one of Madison’s finest 
historic estates.  Epting Events made the day 
delicious and beautiful, and the Derby Day 
Committee, co-chaired by Melissa Martin and 
Miryn Davidson, pulled out all the stops.  

We thank everyone who helped make it such 
a wonderful event, especially Canine Assistants 
and all the other sponsors whose early financial 
support was key.  We met our fundraising 
goals and look forward to doing it all again 
next year.  Please mark Saturday, May 7, 2016, 
on your calendars. We’ll be getting down and 
derby again - details to come!

Derby Day Fundraiser

Talk Derby To Me!
In Memoriam: 
Adelaide Ponder and 
Charles Baldwin

Need to Renew?  Check Your Mailing Label.
The date printed above your name on the mailing label below is the last date on which you paid your annual membership dues.  
Please renew annually to support the Conservancy’s work and to increase our programming.

The mission of the Madison-Morgan Conservancy is to provide public education on conservation matters and to protect and enhance 
the heritage and quality of life of the residents of Morgan County by preserving historic sites, greenspace, farmland, and timberland.

We lost two great influences to the Conservancy this 
year and want to honor them both with a few words.
Adelaide Ponder was a founding board member and 
Trustee Emeritus of the Conservancy.  She was integral 
in setting the tone of the Conservancy by her significant 
contributions to education, conservation, and historic 
preservation.  Her influence is longstanding and will 
continue to guide the Conservancy in her absence.

Charles Baldwin was a quiet leader of the 
Conservancy.  He chaired the Development Review 
Committee from 2005-2010.  Under his leadership, 
the Conservancy worked with numerous developers 
behind the scenes to improve their developments 
and persuaded our local and regional leadership that 
a regional landfill in Morgan County was not wise.
Our success is directly related to Adelaide’s and 
Charles’ influence.  We will miss them dearly and 
send our deepest sympathies to their families.


